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Available Satellite Imagery of SST

Mati Kahru

WimSoft,  http://wimsoft.com

Email: wim@wimsoft.com

also at

Scripps Institution of Oceanography

UCSD, La Jolla, CA 92093-0218, USA

mkahru@ucsd.edu

http://wimsoft.com/
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NOAA CoastWatch
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NOAA CoastWatch – West Coast, La Jolla, CA
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NOAA CoastWatch – West Coast, La Jolla, CA
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NOAA CoastWatch – West Coast, La Jolla, CA
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NOAA CoastWatch – West Coast, La Jolla, CA
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NOAA CoastWatch – West Coast, La Jolla, CA
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NOAA CoastWatch – West Coast, La Jolla, CA
2001_187_0922_n16_wj_c4.cwf

= July 6, 2001 09:22 GMT

channel 4 radiance temperature
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NOAA CoastWatch – West Coast, La Jolla, CA
2001_187_0922_n16_wj_s7.cwf

= July 6, 2001 09:22 GMT

Night-time SST, in C
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Pathfinder SST 

– best quality 

global SST, 

available for 

1987-1999, 9-

km resolution
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Pathfinder SST – best quality global SST

•Browsing for SST (Sea-Surface Temperature)

•Many sources with variable quality

•Different requirements for accuracy (high precision for e.g. climate change, visual patterns 

for search of fronts or other features

•Best quality: PO-DAAC (NASA, JPL), http://podaac.jpl.nasa.gov/sst/
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MCSST –

global SST, 

available for 

1981-2001, 18-

km resolution, 

weekly

Use my composite

utility to make monthly 

composites from 

weeklies, e.g.

composite sd200101.lst sd0101.hdf 
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Satellite Active Archive – searchable global source of 

AVHRR Level-1B (raw) data
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SeaSpace Terascan Data

•From a local receiving station; approximately 100 stations 

around the world

•Direct readout (HRPT) data from a downlink

•Proprietary Terascan (*.tdf) files converted to HDF (*.hdf) 

using a Terascan filter tdftohdf

•Directly readable with WIM, including projection, scaling 

information and other attributes
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MODIS on Terra and Aqua satellites
(probably the best SST product available)

LEVEL 2 (5 minute granule)

MOD28L2 (MODIS product 28 Level2 group)

'sst'

'sst4'

'common_flags'

'L2_flags'

'quality‘

MOD28QC (MODIS product 28 Quality Control group)


